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OPINION 1515 

LARIDAE Rafinesque Schmaltz, 1815 (Aves) and LARINI LeConte, 1861 
(Insecta, Coleoptera): homonymy removed 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the stem of the generic name Lara LeConte, 1852, for 
the purposes of Article 29, is hereby ruled to be lara- 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Lara LeConte, 1852 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Lara avara 
LeConte, 1852, (Insecta); 

(b) Larus Linnaeus, 1758 (gender: masculine), type species by subsequent desig¬ 
nation by Selby (1840), Larus marinus Linnaeus, 1758 (Aves). 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) avara LeConte, 1852, as published in the binomen Lara avara (specific name of 
the type species of Lara LeConte, 1852); 

(b) marinus Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Larus marinus (specific 
name of the type species of Larus Linnaeus, 1758). 

(4) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Family-Group 
Names in Zoology: 

(a) laraini LeConte, 1861 (emendation, through the ruling in (1) above, of larini 
LeConte, 1861) (type genus Lara LeConte, 1852); 

(b) laridae Rafinesque Schmaltz, 1815 (type genus Larus Linnaeus, 1758). 

(5) The name larini LeConte, 1861 (a junior homonym of laridae Rafinesque 
Schmaltz, 1815; emended to laraini by the plenary powers in (1) above) is hereby 
placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in Zoology. 


History of Case 2581 

An application to remove the homonymy between laridae Rafinesque Schmaltz, 
1815 and larini LeConte, 1861 was received from Dr P. J. Spangler ( Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, U.S.A.) on 9 September 1986. After correspondence the case 
was published in BZN 44: 25-26 (March 1987). Notice of the case was sent to appropri¬ 
ate journals. Dr M. Mroczkowski pointed out that the family-group name larainae 
LeConte should have the date 1861, as in para. 2 of the application (BZN 44: 25-26), 
not 1852 as in para. 5. 

After voting, Dr Hotthuis pointed out that Rafinesque based a family-group name 
on Larus ten years before Vigors, and the ruling has been changed accordingly. 


Decision of the Commission 

On 1 March 1988 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 44: 25-26. At the close of the voting period on 1 June 1988 
the votes were as follows: 
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Affirmative votes — 22: Alvarado, Bayer, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, 
Hahn, Halvorsen, Heppell (in part), Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Melville, 
Mroczkowski, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Starobogatov, Thompson, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — none. 

No votes were returned by Bernardi, Gruchy and Trjapitzin. Heppell said the names 
of the type species of Lcinis and Lara should not be placed on the Official List, since they 
were irrelevant to the case. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

avara, Lara, LeConte, 1852, Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 
6: 42. 

Lara LeConte, 1852, Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 6:42. 
laraini LeConte, 1861, Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, 3: 116. 

laridae Rafinesque Schmaltz, 1815, Analyse de la Nature ou Tableau de VUnivers et des Corps 
organises, p. 72. 

larini LeConte, 1861, Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, 3: 116. 

Larus Linnaeus, 1758, Systema Naturae, Ed. 10, p. 136. 
marinus, Larus, Linnaeus, 1758, Systema Naturae, Ed. 10, p. 136. 


